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Selection Criteria

PennDOT has established the following selection criteria by which all applicants seeking Section 5310 program funding will be reviewed and scored. Each project will be evaluated based on its own merit and its ability to meet the following program selection criteria:
I. Eligible Applicant and Eligible Project Type
The applicant is a private, non-profit organization and has a proposed project that falls into one of the three eligible project types: vehicle replacement, fleet expansion, or new service. Vehicle replacement projects will receive priority consideration for funding, providing all other selection criteria thresholds are met. 

II. Project Need and Justification
The applicant provides sufficient and compelling evidence to demonstrate a need for the purchase or replacement of vehicle(s) in order to provide service for seniors and/or persons with disabilities. Projects that demonstrate the highest level of utilization will receive priority consideration for funding, providing all other selection criteria thresholds are met. Items of consideration include:
· Projected utilization of proposed vehicle(s) (annual mileage)
· Existing utilization of fleet, if applicable
· Existing age and condition of existing fleet, if applicable 

III. Positive Mobility Improvements
The proposed service to be provided by the proposed vehicle(s) has a positive benefit to the mobility of senior citizens and/or persons with disabilities and provides a service that is necessary for the quality of life of those persons. The applicant demonstrates how the project is needed to fill an identified gap in transportation that cannot be reasonably filled otherwise, and meets the requirements and intent of the FTA Section 5310 program. 
· Projected ridership of proposed vehicle(s)
· Proposed key destinations 

IV. Local and Regional Coordination
The applicant has coordinated with the local county shared-ride coordinator to ensure the service is not duplicative, as required to meet the program eligibility requirements. Furthermore, the applicant has stakeholder support for the project. Stakeholders may include local non-profit human services organizations, the Area Agency on Aging, and/or healthcare providers, among others. 

V. Technical and Maintenance Capability to Provide Transportation 
The applicant demonstrates sufficient experience in providing human services and/or transportation and has the technical capacity to operate the service for the life of the vehicle. In addition, the applicant demonstrates a comprehensive vehicle maintenance plan to ensure proper operation and maintenance for the useful life of the vehicle.




VI. Organizational, Financial, and Grant Administration Capacity
The applicant demonstrates sufficient financial wherewithal to implement the project and operate the service for the life of the vehicle. In addition, the application demonstrates sufficient experience in grant administration and has the organizational capability to expend grant funding and issue quarterly reports to PennDOT on a timely basis. For applicants that have received FTA Section 5310 funding in the past, PennDOT will closely review the applicant’s past history of ordering vehicles in a timely manner, submitting quarterly reports on time, and responsiveness to inquiries from PennDOT. 

VII. Matching Funds 
The applicant has demonstrated that a 20% non-federal match is secured and committed to the proposed project, as required to meet the program eligibility requirements. 


















